ANNUAL
REPORT
2019-2020

Intraduction

l

Prevention of Silicosis

i

Labour rights, welfare and
occupational health and safety

\

Access to Soclal Security

l

COVID Response




INTRODUCTION

MLPC works towards economic, social and
lzgal smpowerment of mineworkers by
promoling responsible and  sustainable
i ng with a people-cantric approach. The
crgatization s a strong voice of adyvocacy
far cccupational health and safety from the
grassrools of Rajasthan and has & strong
presence i live-disiricts of Bajasthan ard |5
planning to evpana its weork in Madhya
Fraclesn MLPC bDeligwes in ermpowaring
rins worsers o claim thesr rights wsing
diffarent. community ofganiratichs  and
devalapmant initiatives i ke self-helo

grouns [SHCS) and cooperative arnians

To e T the COmmunicias of
minewarkers  In Fajasthan 1o have a
minimum standard guality 'of life, Lhers are

different programmes run by MLPC.

o Advacating ethical trad ng in bhe notdra
stone industry. by oollaborating with
other arganizalians government
departmentis

v Increasing access Lo all federal -and state
governmenl schames and provisians by
canducting OHS and Right= &
Fratitlernents awareness campaigns

s improving  health and education for
minestansworkers chilerans and
adoiescants oy enrslling Créche and
Non formal education chifdren inLkae Lhe

mainstiraarm sducaiion ':-:,'ElErT'I

'
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rights, welfare amd occupational health e e

and =afety by cresting a gender m[ﬂﬁﬂmmw

halanced  local representation of mines
workar weltare board and ressarching
with mine wearkers through survays

= Improving sccess to  occupational
rmeadicine for  all  mineworkers by
foundiable copsultallon on the subjec
with dectars and government officials
and providing peley recommengation Lo
relevant authorities 'n a public forum.

o Fillirg the gap of literature ang research
about the hazards faced by minewarkers
by conducting meta-data studies an
projects bunded by ravally ond coss from
the matural stone industry .

o Helping ta find an altaraative livelihooel

far Prneurmoconiosis affected
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rmineworkars and their families.
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MLPC encourages the dea of wet drilling

.. PREVENTION OF 5ILICOSIS since 195 nat oniy preventing sificosis bul

from the environmental point of view, its
= e e e . . : '
gs=zential. To thiz end, MLPC has besn

amplifyin the cduss with AF G
MLPC Trust is determined to establish a Ritfying PR S

e stakeholders government. deoartmanls.
system that can coffer a safe workplace

- . o : " mMining cammunities. ard mine OWners
diring the mining operations, One of tha

majar components of mining operations Is
Im 201%, Alrmer Region's Mines Safety Week

o drilling, dry drilling technigus cauzes
: i ; was organized by Directorates General of

- hawvoc in the mining indust'y and leads ta
] : i 0 Mines Safety. and 15 theme was the

cust bone dissases like Silicosiz and

) Freventior of Silicosi=. MLPC participated
Asbestnsis,
ks whaoleheartedly Inm this  program and

conducted sevearal innavative activities.

= Pubiicity Campaign was conaucted
befare the weshk thraugh ocamohlets. anc
gn  audio arnouncement was made
through mobile vans in mining-efected

Yillege: across 4 districts of Jodhour,

Burdi, Bhilwiars and MNagour,
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s Radio Campaign was conducted across
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Jodhpur, Bundl, Bhilwara and Magour.
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= A& HRaoie Campalgn owas conductsd from 200 o &th

E R ¢ oAt o
Ootaber 20058, In Jodnpur & Jaipur, whare the abjective : ;B ;_'-..;-—:.‘E':’-:.EME

Weas oo ogenerate awarenes:s regarding possikle ways to
prevent Silicosis
» Dust Control Device demonstration wass conducied at
i Mines Safety Wesk to ocemcnstrate T0G%  silicosis
- prevention through the use of this device,
s Dyl Control Covice demonstralion was also conducted in

minlng areas of 4 distnels of Jedhoar, Bundl, Bhilwara and

Magaur.



v Biraer Flays through orofessional artists Wwas

organized for miring-affected communities,
Miring Dept officials, ans silicosis wictims
This play depicted the pain of silicosis
victims, the aftermath of the families after
the victim diss and how to prevent silicosis
Frevention of silicosis was shown through
Cust Contrel Devica, DOMS safety measuras
wse of masks etc. The play highlighted ths
respansibility of mineg cwners and state gow:
Iz aleo aporeciated the state for bringing the
countiy's first Pneumoconicsis Policy.

We used |EL Material to creste gwsrensss
regarding &nc build outreach around dusi
contral. machine. orevention of silicasis.

Frorn 15t b2 18th Mavember 2019 racho
announcements were played in Jodhpur and
Kotz regarding Minas Satety Week,

Frorm 7th to 125h January 2020 Radio Jingles
were plaved in Jochpur to promete the Dusl
Control Demorstration  dsage 0 prevent
silicosis,

Utsayv 2020, alss knowey as Woslarn Rajasthan
Industry HJandicrall Festival was organised oy
sl industries Association, Diistric:
Adrministration, and District Industries Cantre
n this fescwal, MLPC demonsirated the cust
control device and it gained much attentian.
[he Mines Minister visized this demonstration
MLPC Conducted 9B Streck Plays across
Sundi, EBhilwars and  Jodhpur  Chemed
prevention of silicosis.. use ot dust control
device etc. Each of thesae plays was tollowsd
By commdnity meeslings by all the Deople
presenl Lo contextualize  the localities'

canlent

s Commiunity gatherings wera
arganised witn mare  than

ES00 mine workers as part of

Mines Safety Weses cutreach




LABOUR RIGHTS, WELFARE
AND OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH AND SAFETY

MLPC has boen instrumental in highlighting
the incidence of Occupatianal Diseases like
Silicos’s and Ashesicsis in FHaasthan, Az a
result af aur intervention. thoussnds of
minaworkers have got monetary relief from
Lhe Sovornrmenl, The governmant has oaid
By eroras and 49 lacs as financial relief to
silicgsis victims to date. Pralanged axposure
Lex o dust  particles  efficiently reduces a
wnrkers life axpectiancy by ften years, and
oooupaticnal dissases  like silicosis and
Ashestasis are common ameng labcurers
Sllleasis  leacs bt a aysfunctiom of the
resplratony sysiem causing woarkears to ags
fastar and eventually lose the capacity o
work. Poor woarking conditions in the stone
quarries of FRajasthan |ead 1o So0dro
noccupational heslth hazard: ano diseasos.
Danoesrous dissases like swlicosis  and
Askbestosis ore widespread among the guarry
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Minsweorkars in Fajazchan ars eligobls oo
campensation for occupational disguses, as
skated gnder the Workers Compensaticn Acl
af 1965 Warking For these communities'
occupational rights s o challengs Becadse
warkers often are vnaware that they are
suffering From an occupallanal ciEaease and
sural areas whare thay lve & make L yvery
difficult for autresch amd timely meaical
care. Mpst workers do nol havd dccess Lo
healtncare, Mor do bhey have aony medical
insurance provided by the state, o through
their employers, neilher do lhey undergo
any medical check-ups urnlll thalr health
situgticn is dire, Further. Lhoy da nal receive
proper reabmenl as the local doctars are
riot spaclalized ar farm liar with
soedpatienal  healith  diseases such  as
silicosis  Besidas, thowugh these silicosis
woclims are afflicted tarough their
pocunation, they are notb coverec under
workers compensation 8= ming owners do
fiot keepn amployes records desoite legal

cormaliances needing  them to, thereoy

denying them cha workar s danlily
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« O 180N 170h Qot 2012 MLUPZ hested 3 two day

Metwarkireg Meating an Occupational Health
and Safety 1 replicate the Rajasthan Policy
madel in oother states lise Maohya Prooesh
Gujarat, and Odisha, This event was hosted (0
Braibwara district [Bijotial Iz was atiendec by 48
unian rapresentatives KOO representatives, eic
In Bundi 2 build Mabile Qxygen Convenbralors
outreach awarensss amongs:t  the  mining-
affected cormmunikiss. sevaral meetings wera
conducted with a 1otal attendance ot 1200
mine werkars and silicosis victirns from neayvily
mining-affectad aregs lThe Debi and Bodhpura

On International Wernan's Day 2020, a unigue
program was conducted tnrough oradio
anneunssmants to highlighs the need Lo tasl
silicosis amongst  women and gendrate
awareness that women in mining are adually
susceptible to Silicosis: So Far. masl deteclaed
silicosis cases are amongst men, and vary Tew
wormen have been diggnosod with silcasis
However, warmean in mining spend eaually long
hours, for years, in the mines ang are exposed
o che same dusl. Unlil the awareness of
silicoeis started rlsing In mining cammunities
simee abaul #0408 many families megratsd «ith
tha woaman and ckildren and lived within al km
radius of mines |his i Feascn to believe that
warmah may suffer from silicosis. and there 5 a
nead o test therm mare to dgabect cases |m Lime
Case Study and Medical Examinalian of Migrant
Mine Waorkers was conducted on Z7Lh 2810 2910
Septernber 20713, in Bundl It was allendea by

50 Migrant Mine Woarkers.

Triis ewEnt WA held in
collaboration whith Bundi
Tukbersulosis Hespital. On 17th-18th
Ootober 2019, thi=s same svent was
conduckad in Bijaliva. 63 Migrand
Mine ‘Waorkers attended it This

camp WA arganized mn

collaboration with &1k 5,




ACCESS TO SOCIAL SECURITY

Mining affected communities need sustainable and systemic solutiens 1o cope with the
camplicated problems Lhey are a part of MLPZ has strengthened the awarenoss regarding
the rignis and sntitlemsnts provided By the Frneurnoconicsiz Policy of Government cif

Rajasthar

« MLPC conducted & anigus inabguration
programme across & districts of Jodhpur
Bhilwiara, Bungl and Nagour sitended by S
PREREE

, | TARMAGEMENT

nundreds of people to ingugurates  the

Freumaoconicesis policy of  Rajasthan  In

vy MG TR

Lhese  programones. the am o was 1o
popdlarize the community's righls  and
aghltitlerments. as per the procedurs This
happened through commurtily gathearings.

v 25 silicosis victims from  Bundl went 1o
subimit anm appsal to the Chicl Minister in
Zing, after our carmrmunlly  endagement
regarding the pravenlion af silicosis

« To creals AWATEnNEess regarding
Paaumoconiosls  palicy, MLPC hostsd =
string of 200 community awareness
mesatings wWilh a total attendance of 2753
perapale.

o %5 cilicosis widows in-Jodhpur wenl to the
Cistrict Collectorate for pending ox gratia
payment after community engagamanl oy
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COVID RESPONSE

MLEC's covid response starled with a nesd zassssrment amangst the widows to map Lhel:
neads witn availabkle resources anc docament cher challenges in this pandemis I Lhls
encdeavour, we found that the averags debl of wWidows was anywhere natween INR 50,000 to
IMF 170,000, 73 9% of these widows did not have access Lo waler, 5% af the 51 icosis widaws
wiers unemployed, anc only 50% had receivec any Covid Rellal

MLPC distributed 3370 dry ratian kits amongst the silicosis victims and widows in Jadhour,
Bhilwara, and Bundl as an smmediaie responss to the acute food insecurity. This was done In
col abaration with the gistrict sdmunislzrallon with the block development offices.

As a parz of our covid response strategy. we rocognised the need to make social security
mare accessible. MLEC launched Tt mokile assislance unil with the support of Cistrict
sdminlstrabion In Jodhpur, Bundi and Shilwara. Thizs assistence unit was eqgulpped with
Mobile Ermitra -and Mohile S¥ygen Qur piler Maki'e EMitra facilitated 17190 applications of
silicosiz victims and widaws al Lhraee majer achermes - Slicosis Pension, Widow Pensiaon and
Palannar ¥Yojana, We a so assisted more Than 100 widews through home visits in Bhitwara Lo
appiy for thair ex gratia relief amount in collaboration with the Mining Engineaer of Bhilwara,
This vear of tha pandemic hignalighted the severe lacy of |velihood options when the worid

WL INLO To<aasn

The lack of any alternative form of livelihood s especially true ol mining communities. As the
mines stopped In the panoeric, these camrunities were striving hard ta simaly survive. This
yaar MLPC has iniliated a goat farming project with the widows of silicosis victims, who we
found to be one ol ihe worst affecked and nighly in gebt Tais initiative has connsclad 150
widows to 3 form ef alternallye velinood, This praject is not only going to build additional
imcome for them it 15 aksa going to capacitate thesa warmen with a skill they esarlier did nol

precess. Their capacity building is essentlal 1o the sustainanility of this initiative.

: 1190 - 150
3310 - LINKED WITH ¥  WOMEN LINKED

RATION KITS : SECURITY SCHEMES TO ALTERMATIVE
LIVELIHOOD
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